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SUFPRAGEFOR WOMEN, 7
Speech by John Stuarti Mill—Why |
41 JiWonienm Ehould Wota, ¥ <1

In the House of Commons>May 20,
John’Stnl.rlrmll‘mldo an mnggaenr.
to l.hs fanrity olause'of the JRepresgnia-
tion bill, to aubsatitute the word “per-
son!’ for"'man," and;gupported it with
the following argument in favor of ex-
tending the franchiss to women :

I rlsd to pro ®n éxtenéfon of the
franthise" wﬁ!ch ninel‘lﬁ“‘n patl.y or
class feeling in this house, and whiclk

not give umk \£B the K t ad-
“vocates of the' elal:in nr p?‘upe:cy or
b a0 & has pot

the slightest tendency to ﬁj.llnrh that
of which we have Iately heard &o'much,
the balapce of: politieal /'power; which
cllmoi affliot the, most timid alarmist

‘any revolutiona r.armru, nor

ﬂ:l & moat jelons *:ﬁgh

WHIeRIa denied 1o somert Shoant

.| nothing to distract our ltlentlun t:mm

the n]mtﬁla qu u?g wﬁneqlh tr?:
oy suflc anpifica con =
Ing the ax‘glﬁ on nr > ,J'ox hiJl'P
thecommunity,; nnionlyntmm auiunl
admission ‘butulso’from the

rtyo;e r’beln ndmimd.w nLnu.he
u

pn e of the con.llll.ulion.
ifolfill'alk.‘the eonditlons of legal
u ou nltnuunnl citizenship.  [Hear,
:l‘ +Within  the limits of our cdn-
nur.ul on this is a solitary. case. - There
is no other axlmgle of ‘exclusion which
is absolute., If the law refusea vote'to

the poorest man In our mmmnuny
might, and now and! then' wonld,
quire the franchisé,  Bat peither birth
nor fortane, norintéllect; nor exertion,
mox even that great disposer of humnn
affairs, accident, can evq emlhla
‘'woman to 'muke  her " vol
those national: affairs; nrh?.u‘ﬁ tbnnh 'hbr
nsnenrly as’ ng other msmhern{ the
. r, hear.]
£ | iRJUSTION OF SEXOLUDING WoMEN, |
Bafore going any further I may- ba
armitted 1o suy thata prima facie case
already been ‘made out. It is mot
‘just to make distinctions-in rights ‘or
pr;vilegu without sufficlent reason,; T
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not A% to exercisat
‘| or which’ 5

all Bxpept u:e possessor of £5 000 & year, of "

mugh llrudy.l
ba_ thong
B on 1o the’ wg nr gnuwerln; when
X havslan:lwigd - - e
aps, Instige guorable gentle-
man'who ‘ﬁmubls of nﬁxiug
to meé, to produce something more re-
condlte,
' WOMEY IN PoLITION. 'l
Politics, it is said, is not a woman's

l:ll.nr.] l shall

‘| busioess, = Well, I i not' award that

i Is A man’s business sither, an-
t:::,hah one of the few who are pai
devat thale: timiklto /tha!public

60 | seryice, or I8 a member of this or the
[ ority’ of
“malg’ voters have their own usiness
| which engrosses nearly the whola o
their time; but I never heard that the

other.‘house,” The great

bon léd dn attending 'onps In
MBphlllhgggolh‘dl‘l {frite | 5

readiog lﬂw’m.“pu s Or po-
msm trontives, has hil.ham?-?nlﬂhepg
neglect their shops or their counting- |
hooses. | Lhave mot heard ' that . those
who have voles are worse merchanls,
worss law yers or worse physieians,or
‘even worse dl men than other
ple.” Ode would think that the :l.lh
constitution sllowed: no man to yote
who was not able to give the - leer
part’ ?l{hh time 1;0 Fnl&im. lllhu!.
were the chap we'shonld haye yery lim-
“""ﬁ." i Dae ot pomentiabiona |
0 £85ON of .consalil
liberty thut mén should know whether |.
theyare properly: Lﬁuvmed or not,and
by: whom 7. _All thoss. nations . which
haye this- prlvll e exoel ‘moat in' the
c-und‘ucting ol'hl urdidhq' affalra. 11

tinue to be- domestic. 1 ask '‘are these
océapations. lnmmfutlhlo with's 'dee
interest in” natfonal affalrs, andin a
that conceris humanity.?,. Tosay that |
Iho{ are, would bd as futile as the ap-

onsion that artisans would “desert
lheir factories-and wwtshopu 1[ they |
weré taught to read.

THE 8PECIAL O0CUFATION OP WOMAX,
I know that there is‘an absurd feel-

Ing—wh[ch itls felt to' be 'shameful to
resaupen! —that A’ woman bas no
t.l?o cara’i tanythiog, mpc lo

becoms tha most usefnk;and most d
voted servant of mani:(A laugh.] I
am sure no one hers will ‘say that the
exlistence of fully dpe-hall of the hu-
man race nhuuld be fumi.hn

to "huve' done
these; it may, per- |}

oal “‘ocoupations of
n_are and will :likely .con- | they: ®

thelr rala of conduct on ht 1o ' be 'what
‘Ianih oty ex [from them:’ And'the
Ganialtibe xoie e ‘Iﬁ.&‘ﬁ‘i’f“ﬁc’é‘;
@ to every one, ¥

negl:;ibl hgm m Lo i Whmh ves
wit ublia; rguas un&

whole upl"l irl’ 'qlhohshl-l and mal!ngl
are wn by it_from her earliest
school days. She does not taks the In-
terest even In natural history thata
boy. does, because it is to ba no business
of _hers when she grows op, Ifthere

d | are women—and fortunately ‘there are

now—who 'do’care about ' those subjécts
and stody them, it 18 ussthe force
-within is powerfdl-enough’ to bear nup
agninst the worst ‘kind: nI disconrage-
ménty/ that'whieh; acts  not IJy inter-
posing obatacles which m :I.g
{sled nahlnlt, .bat by d )
t ich faces and wnqum ol

‘no WOMEN w.tﬂmm.tm:!
'Wears told that women do not wish
for the suffrage. - If. (his be so it oplﬁ
proves that nearly all -women are sti
nnder this deadening influence—that
the oplate still benumbs their minds
andieoostlencea. " Baot there are many
who do.desire ma suifrage, and have
claimed it inmﬂmn. o this hopse,
How_do_we ow_how many more
thousands there are who haye not usk-
ed for whit they do not hope to get, for
fear of belng i lthonght of by men'or

sadulously cultivated by the whole of
their! ‘eduéatibi—aversiod ‘to: makao
themselves ! mml)!mom. : Men must
hava lgmi fi of.-sall- if

- snppose . that: leading questions
Lpat l.ol.ha ladies of; their, fa ies or of
theiruoquaintance will elicit -thelr real

tiré “mincerity by one woman in tbn
thonsand. No ous {6 50 wall u-.hoolad
‘"Y' most women lre nr mmng l virme

of necessa|
uﬂng for

Tt costs’ ‘{lttle to disols’
what s not offered, but frankness in
u‘pﬂulng' fullv * what may ‘be 'disa-
gresiible” or ‘conflleting to'their’ rectnt

jeonvictions is mot one: of those virtues

which woman edueation’ tends to culti-

iwale, . At nll eventsthose whodo not| /.
care for, the s0ffrage will not use it |

Either they will not registar, or if they
do, they will vote as thelr male rela-
Uives advise them, by which, ub the ad-

of
the other half, * nhear.] To say
80" would- ba rl‘ecu “silly.. Those
who have had the ordinary; experience
life know that’ wilhout a certain
amount of mental coltivation the oec-

#0-| cupation I have referred . tv. cannot be

carried op., T4 réquires 'brains - to ‘ase

practical prerlen;:p, bat brains without

pmoliml experienae would go-further
b r_ o o Thar et iy

rllns. o6 that the
special ocd Eﬁ%‘.ulnuor wumngn are more
antagopistlp shun’ Wicss, of men'tola
comprehension of pablic affairs. Per-
haps i§ ' was'thought that those who had
the chiel charge of the inoral bringing
up of a foture - generation could not
hraveun opinion worth earing abont, or
as'if those whose duty 1t was In the
LouRatinld to produce "the | greatest fe-

meAn to:say that the, political [suls®withthe’ smallest ‘meany vould
ol e bt b ared with th

ose lionorable

nrlnguthar political funetio
igan abatrict right, ‘or that the ‘with-
lwlding of it rmm nby one'withont just
Jesson or expedlepcy. (s, a puoblic

ofexpediency. *Bat'thers are different
orders ‘of expediency. “ATl"expedien- |
cles are 'not all exactly on the same
level. “There 18 a  va JImporiant
brunch af expedisnoy ! which s ‘called

§ Justiue. nm!. mum, althongh it does

l:m ]” E lulilr\s ‘thabwe all;ould
confer politicy grv eges npon all'per-
nH, nires that we shall not’ t'.np;'l-
po mqancl wll.hbul .capse withhold
rmln one wlmt We glu to anmhar
[Hea?, B.'aarnI
‘It ia not only, l.he geﬁurnl rine!phs
‘of Justice that are fnfrin l not set
aside; by the exclusion of women mers-

| | Iy as women from the suffra &q but also

u particular“doetrine of the* British
constitufion., According ' to that doo-
trine this exelnsion violates one of the
mmnndmm:ohemhadorunrmusli-

rerorman,‘ud theoretically: loknuwl-
'edged by ﬁoﬂh&l ubaﬁ;uqvae—-tho
doctring ation 'an La-
Uunnhuulﬂ “1 istent. R
TAXATION' mmﬂu-r HEFRESENTATION,
= Donotnm avery- wnmlr:o—pi:y- tum‘r
]}oe-n avel WOman w fui
contribhte ngcl.l thi salie nmoum
révenue as every man who has the
same : electornli. qualifications?  :If a
stake in the country saitles it, thén
every holder of freeshold prope rl. has

he gount, zz hi: that
Eﬁ‘lgilﬁbk;":zn%lh 2;1; H ?u, o[nna
nk can ten af Wor
m.ﬁ;nr t.a.* oI are. res ey
50 Iumulp—vo nage
estates or conduct ay ness—women
who pay rates'and taxeseven to'a large
amount, and frequently with tkelr oa‘n
‘éarniogs; ind many of whom in

capacity . of. schoolmistresses | teach:
great deal more than a

grest porﬂon or

00 8ne, Tedy, can prétend that they are

be : capa [Hear, bear,
Is it lnppuued I.hn ir lley are ajm!t
to the suffrage r? il rqvoln.llnniu
lhol Ji.lh or dsp u.ns of any of,our}
valued

No oné believes ‘shy of thoss,
It was most jast] y and &mly sald
uy righr. honorable friend, the member
/Lancashire;in the’ mus mis- | oo

-’tlndarl and' misrépresented speéch

I have ever heard [hear, dEi_T ‘thit in
order to lay a ground for tha exclusion)
of any one frouyitheifranchise, it in]
n luegs reonal nnfitn
public dan, x y heéar]. "]
of theid’ L-vénture.

Fﬁ':-l?.liml

T'here is eﬂdunt;eln our’

pt.gd.llh.p} period of opr hlusam -

Oy
supon

or o o or ‘Of ' ghy

the. :'m Tatiouid allege
Sons. There.ls ona.

R R

ge to

SRR =

& BRO,

mlllfﬂ

wrong.. My argument i eaure nug

nd havasostronga
ia 5BE c;pu prm;#—-b&shm thoqgsmll
male electors syer. learnad lnughter]— e

political funoijons
wh awry male householder In§ b

¢ that they would |
be wmte gunmi l.lnn q: rssanth

'%lﬁ for t‘d’nnﬂu anﬂ’q?omn 'bo%ug D xm

B rﬁuﬁf' S

Hieet Pa'iﬁumr‘i??‘?n.""ff‘ T FE
58| wi
p:ﬁg to “Ln? .{H&m Y. mgﬁ Yaoral
mm,m.éww;%ﬁﬁ
“‘ﬂ"’ e w R

, S0Mme i very siran
mnyof us soma months ago [laogh-{ ..

nfhw uﬁ% Wellvin a
B e T ol

genlleman np odlte who manage!
duce such’ gularly small™
wllh Ilmh largn maans [A hugh ]

ABILENT DOMESTIO REVOLUTION,:
I should.not feel. the nfidance Ido
Ain (ks subject iF the great ‘change T ad-
wocuts was not grounded on & previous
socinl thange. - idéa’of a hard line
of separition, between man's proyince

.of thonght md‘?ewomlnl, beloogs fo 'a

stals of soclety that is nmv%g further
and further into the past. (]
the political revulullom of ‘the ‘wor!
but we do not pay sufficient attention
1o ;thp fact}thatithera has {uken place
amnn us a silent domestio revolution,
yWomon: and-men, .for the
tirat tuma fn history,are reall y.compun-
iops. Ouor traditions of the proper rela-
tions beigween’ them havé descended
from a fflmie” when thelr lives were

e AL T
m ig their, q um.euls and,in their

s booupa m “The man spent

bis hours, uf‘ tilm (among . men—all
bis friendships; all'his Intimaoies wers
with meén—witi'man’aloné did he eon-
Yerse on aby sarions subject; the wife
wak either pl.ljthiug OF an upper

O Eineng sho s donied Saame

their spara time to violent onl-donr ex-

erclses fgd 'bolstérous |conviyialities
with male‘assodiates; the' home hasno-
quired the uoendem the two sexes
really now

arsthe man's e~

atlal friend,
and often his most_ lm:ed oonn.soltor

Chy lah t
bevene ﬁgq'&mﬁu' ’ljnk?

talk of

their time together; tha
| women of family are.

:L:x:lmhégﬂhs leg his chisl as-

d be about equn!ly ‘shared
among all no harm wonld ba
done. . Those who, whether few or
many, do; value .the privilege, wonld
exeroiss it, and loe::perlunm that stim-
ulus to their facalties which the saf-
frage seldom  fails to exert: over every
class admitted toshare it, Meanwhile
an unworthy stigma wouldbe taken off
Ahe whole sex, They would be no
Ionger classed  with cl:lldren idlots,

lanatics [lal:'ghler 1.0k} ln’onplb‘le
or taking care of themselves or others.
If only one woman in twenty thousand
uséd the yote it ‘'wounld be a gain to'all
women Lo/ be  declaréd naplh‘lo ‘of
nsing (£

Pﬂuﬂm FOWER. | % 5l
Tt {s said’ (hat women do not want|
direct political power, becaunsa: ihe
have so much Indirect political powsr
throogh the influence they have over|
thelr male rélatives' and ‘connections,

“|[A lapgb.] I shonld like to try this

argument in other cases, Rich people
bave « great deal o/ indirset {hfluence,
[Cheers.] Is this a mmn for.denying
them a’vote? [Hear.] Did any one
@ver proposs a reform bill' to diafran-
uhlnalfwry one wllz:l: gvoe&d in"a %ﬁmml
r honse and 100 a yeur in di-
m taxes ' Ug‘lleu this rule br dis-
tributing the'franchise |s to be reserved
for the exolasive benefit of women the
legisimule conseguence of it willibe
that persons above a certaln amount of
fortune should be allowed to. briba, but
not to vote,
l'tlalrue that women have already
Emwar It is part of my case that
hey Ave gréal power, bul they haye
‘It ander the worst conditions, becauss
it is'Indirect, and' therefore irrespoiiai-
bla. ' I'wanttomsake this s responsible
ettt i e N )
of women work by & 1t ge
of.opinion [a laugh], .and. Imt by.m—
Jolery,. [Hear, hear.] I ]
awaken in ber a political polnl. or hun—

or, The man alone whom she influen- !

cea Is alone responsible, Her power is
1ike that of tho backstairs inflitence of | o
n'favorite. [Alaogh.] I demiand “thut {2
all'who sxeércise po-uruhould have the
burden lald on them of knowlog some-
thiongiofithe things -which th!y bave
power ovar.. -W
to & vote would come a sense of thecor- |
fondlng duty. A woman is not gen-
y inferior to - man in tenderneas
nce, and shewill nonderstand
thll political honesty is not a foolish
pemnnl amtehet Bt mserions duty.

"It may be'sald that woman, ns wo-
man, suffers no practical Inconyenience
by m‘t’hutu g Teprésented, that thelrin

ed so closaly wll.h himse| nnd whose

Arge sub-

they oupht not to care

?tndh:hb ifh tha man;:_?uiy f“rie

o n take o an .
i s Tatereataioniode: the househ 61?‘

F-'h: (step ng beyond their: provin

fora IJIII.? to_pass his life’ |:| clou

‘ﬂg:n. pe;lonhsw&h:l‘%ggt inferior
— nierests

T e e A A

the. openuvc- represented
is{p

terests ‘are: nrer in'the handsof their
fathers'and ‘b I i exiotly

resanted  classes, | Aren

¥ thair em-
h having, a common in-

Ro-udf‘ r‘kl.uan
nieed othér protéctlon than that of their |
mn. and women than'that of their |
men. Ishould like to see a return of
the of ally béditen
1t{todeath, kicked to death; 'snd wrodden
tcrdeath :by beir male _protectors.
[Cheers.] I should like this retourn to
bave a column of the ssnten
e
do 0 toge S an
umn of this “compara onth
the unlawial 'tak.

n ian m—wuull.l' 'u of
(OF | h 1;umménd m

f nl:ouﬂhl h' i
iniha present casa.|

a7 yshad awanty - v o Doa g
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absence of sympath
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makes him
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idle notion thag um

e wgu%

Em& m °Ilrn:llt af |
mgmwﬂ}:”‘

I thay. do- ot ﬁ: ,

ol 1 2 they
‘ﬁﬁ?ﬁ:ﬁmh (9#:9!! do | sr’: ¥
. 3 i sight 'is

L1 the "seale

;’?m al
oment

ﬂﬂ!l':l. | for:. bmhnc:lbmu

B Sreston SR olbenih

£ _I].I"

whi e ‘ia any “shama

lnnmmx nr'nm

thatithe cdnum of! moulah is the,

enliy and not 5

d fandi
18, There onl
om;townman.u:m
tmelnel adi

rg- b Lo JE )
I; necessit; -bugmnhullglad
la

’%m.&'”"

nndlwpllwhlr

taelf-to - the—stody: "‘"l'h
doors of ammwmmu by Vthlﬂi"

she ml.d bl toithe D‘muan

¥ other women, or 'from the feeling so.

sentimpnis—will be answered with en- |« Tha

home  of early d.l.\m,
oraved

an admitted right { B

jml dﬂ_bfanll-? 5 Bﬂl"
sep atuigh apd s
aing the. tovarsd J "Dl ot tbe- &
‘what hss been 'sald of nll'other unrep- | ol
ut!’ tis'asked, |

apecd [La Withing thet
. Lm‘aim:v

t of prop
ose | ing of-which bad-{n -tho-:nmo-ueuiﬁn_ B
| been by.:the samejudge.law. tho

0
vulueu $% tho
emﬁ ‘lfmh;._ ma
_years—

should ‘make “us* ‘bang “our"” hmdds. :
Cheers. :

evance T nrpolé ismlsdy enn-

thipg to remedy this! T give ‘thess Teow |/
thif women'are not
4he petied Tavorifes "of ' sodl whieh

some’paople sedm to lmlglnr nl. they
bave not that’ lbnndnnm, a-|
ity 'of infibence ‘whioch r ‘o]

instances to

them, and uulre 'not aulliu!euu; mpm

whio' have never - eared ‘to'do onthair T
behall so - obvious ' "an' att “of fubtice. |
[Hear, hear,] Grisvances of Jess mag- |

nitodé thiin® the law of the pro of
el bty
Mo passive |

swomen,\when
sous and classes 'Im
endurancs, have pmvol:edl ‘revolutions. [

We oughtnot to take advaniageof (he |

limited’ olaks - of'l women'‘that smnll

Bmount- of participation'in the enwsct- |’

ment ' and “ ilSprovément' of ‘our’ laws
which® this  motion  solicits®for 'them
and which would énable the reueu{
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